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reforms as to the despatch of business. His diligence in
auditing the accounts of his government and regulating his
finances is remarkable for a Native prince; therefore he justly
prides hi.ni.self on this assiduity.

The Begum of Bhopal affords an example which may cheer
the advocate of female education in India, as shewing the
standard which a woman may reach. For here is a Princess
known to be effectively loyal, and to govern well by her own
high capacity without leaning on any Minister. It devolved on
me as a knight of the Order to accompany Her Highness when
she was invested with the insignia of the Star of India. She
seemed slight in figure, and from external appearance it was
difficult to judge of her ability.

The kingdom of Jammu and Cashmir has been already
mentioned in chapter VII. in reference to the first visit I paid
to it in 1859, when it had recently recovered from a pestilence
of cholera. I was able to visit it again ten years later, and
found it much improved; the famines which have subsequently
desolated that fair region had not then appeared. Until he
failed to cope with these visitations of famine, the Maharaja
Eambhir Sing was thought to be a fairly good ruler, and cer-
tainly a very competent man in public business. His kindness,
consideration and hospitality to travellers have made him.
deservedly popular with the European community. But he is
not thought by the public to have adequately developed the
resources of the valley, or to have made the most of the advan-
tages with which nature has so bounteously endowed it. He
set up a judicial establishment 'and introduced various admi-
nistrative improvements. Still the land revenue system, which
was of more consequence than anything else, remained without
essential alteration. The fact of the northern provinces of this
State being conterminous with territories in which the Kussians
have been operating politically, causes constant anxiety to the
British Government. Sinister reports thence arise which may
seldom be believed, but are yet not put out of -mind. Thus, too,
temptation presents itself to the evil-disposed within this State.

The personal influence of the present Maharaja and of his
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